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day that Vanya, one of their class-mates, had been beaten by his
father. Misha discussed this counter-revolutionary behaviour
with the Pioneers in his class. It was decided to send a deputation
of Pioneers to Vanya's father to convince him of the error of his
ways. Four very earnest young Pioneers set off. When Vanya's
father, on opening the door, learnt the reason of their errand, he
swore at them and was about to shut the door in their face.
The heroes refused to budge. They insisted on coming into the
room and they talked to Vanya's father. It was not long before
he surrendered, and promised to mend his ways.
The children of an orphan home in Moscow make it their
business to watch over the slackers in the factory over which
they have taken patronage. Very ingenious are the methods they
use with workers who think that drinking-bouts and frequent
holidays make life more interesting. They will shame them at a
public meeting in the factory. They will pay them their weekly
wages at a " black " pay-desk, in " black " money. They will
put their names up on the factory black list. They will write
about them in the factory wall-newspaper. They will make
their life unbearable until they reform.
While visiting a factory in Kharkov, I came across a lunch-
hour demonstration of school-children from the school over
which, in this case, the factory had patronage. Their help had
been sought with the campaign for the industrial loan which
was then being floated. Though most of the workers had sub-
scribed, I was told, there were still some so utterly devoid of any
sense of social responsibility that they refused to bear their
share of the burden, though they were quite ready to avail
themselves of all the social services offered by the State. About
twenty children came with their musical instruments and ban^
ners to reform these unregenerates. First there was music,
then a speech from the secretary of the Communist Party cell.
This was followed by an extraordinarily good speech by a boy
of ten. He was followed by two others, not quite so good. Still
one or two of the Workers held out, The first young orator was
again put up to speak, and several workers added their voice to
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